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Wallis Drilling hits 60 years of drill experience.
A leading provider of drilling services with extensive experience across Australia, Wallis Drilling was founded in 
1965 by Marty and Jamie Wallis in the Northern Territory. Our first contract — 63,000 feet in Tennant Creek — 
was completed for a total of £14,800, which equated to just $1.56 per metre. 
 
From that first job, the father-and-son duo began building the legacy that is Wallis Drilling today. Still privately 
owned and family-operated, Graeme Wallis, together with his sons Grant and Kim Wallis, continues to drive the 
company forward — setting new standards and future-proofing the mining industry worldwide.
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Where it all began.

1965
Father and son Marty and Jamie Wallis establish 
Wallis Drilling in the Rum Jungle Uranium Region, 
NT, drilling for the Bureau of Mineral Resources. 
The business begins as a small family venture 
focused on geochemical exploration.

1974
Jamie Wallis invents the Aircore Drilling System 

- a revolutionary, cleaner, and faster sampling 
method using compressed air. The innovation 

earns an Australian Design Award four years 
later.

1982
Wallis Drilling expands beyond Aircore and 
Diamond drilling to include Reverse Circulation, 
Grade Control, and Blast Hole services, while 
developing lake rigs and heli-portable rigs for 
challenging and remote environments.

1992
Wallis Drilling operates around 22 rigs, with 

projects extending across Papua New Guinea, 
Indonesia, North Korea, China, Romania, Japan, 

the USA, Africa, and Europe. The company 
has built a strong global presence, exporting 

its expertise in Aircore, Diamond, and Reverse 
Circulation drilling to projects worldwide.

2003
Wallis Drilling achieves ISO 9001 certification, 
demonstrating its commitment to quality 
management - becoming one of the first drilling 
companies in Australia to do so, whilst also 
expanding into the Pilbara iron ore industry, 
partnering with major clients including 
Rio Tinto, BHP, and Fortescue.

2023
The Wallis Mantis 200 received both the DMIRS 
Safety Innovation Award (WA Regulator) and the 
ADIA Engineering Excellence Award, recognising its 
advanced automation, enhanced safety systems, 
and remote operation capabilities.

2007
Wallis Drilling’s workforce grew to over 200 

employees as the fleet expanded to more than 
50 rigs. The company also diversified into coal 

seam gas exploration - first in New South Wales, 
followed by Queensland - and broadened its 

focus beyond gold and iron ore to include 
popular base metals and other commodities.



“My father and brother who founded this great company in 1965  always said, we’re not 
drilling a hole in the ground, we’re drilling for a quality uncontaminated sample. Today
we continue to judge our success on providing optimal and safe outcomes for clients.”

Graeme Wallis, Wallis Drilling Executive Director
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About Wallis Drilling
Today our Head Office is located in Midvale, Western Australia and the East Coast office is located in Mildura,
Victoria. Wallis Drilling is the largest, family-owned drilling contractor in Australia, with over 350 staff and 59 
drills operating throughout Australia. In 2026, the company will commence operations from its new 
purpose-built facility in Hazelmere - a property held by the Wallis family for more than 40 years - marking an 
important milestone in its ongoing growth. The business is separated into three operating divisions 
(Exploration, Reverse Circulation & Iron Ore and Mine Services) and four supporting divisions (Human 
Resources, Health Safety Environment Quality & Training, Engineering & Maintenance and Accounts).

At Wallis Drilling we have been building our technical knowledge and hands-on expertise since the early days, 
when our founders Marty and Jamie Wallis invented the Wallis Aircore Drilling System, which revolutionised 
drilling globally. Our comprehensive drilling services for exploration and mining projects include Wallis Aircore, 
Reverse Circulation, Diamond Core, Grade Control and Blast Hole drilling.

As a proudly privately owned and family-operated business, we value every individual who is part of the Wallis 
Drilling family, and prioritise our safety, integrity, performance and innovation. Our strong family culture is 
at the heart of everything we do - built on respect, support, and a commitment to personal and professional 
growth. We invest in our people through training, development, and genuine care, helping them achieve their 
career goals. This approach allows us to retain a highly experienced, stable team that consistently delivers 
quality service and lasting value to our clients.
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Integrity

Integrity underpins every decision and interaction at Wallis Drilling.
We conduct ourselves with honesty, fairness, and transparency – building trust with 

our people, our clients, and our partners.

Our Values

Innovation

Innovation has been at the core of Wallis Drilling since its inception.
From inventing the revolutionary Aircore system to designing and manufacturing our own 
drilling rigs, we have continually pushed the boundaries of what is possible in our industry.

Performance

Performance at Wallis Drilling goes beyond completing the job. It is about delivering 
consistent, high-quality outcomes without compromise.

Safety

We are committed to ensuring the health, safety, and wellbeing of our people, 
our clients, and all stakeholders wherever we operate.
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OUR SERVICES

HSEQT

EXPLORATION

IRON ORE

MINE SITE SERVICES

ENGINEERING, MAINTENANCE
& MANUFACTURING
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At Wallis Drilling, we recognise our responsibility to not only meet but exceed the 
expectations of our employees, clients, shareholders, and the communities in which we 
operate. We are committed to achieving this through the dedicated implementation and 
continuous improvement of our Health, Safety, Environment, Quality, and Training 
(HSEQT) practices.

The Exploration division specialises in delivering  high-quality drilling services to all mining 
projects across Australia. With 60 years of experience leading exploration programs, our 
team is renowned for its technical expertise, innovative equipment, and unwavering 
commitment to safety and the environment.

Wallis Drilling has been contracting in the Pilbara since 2003, working with many high profile 
clients. Known as a highly regarded contractor, our reputation is built on meeting safety and 
operational KPIs, strong contract management, professional supervision, dedicated 
mechanical and HSE support, and an innovative approach to equipment and systems that 
add value for our clients.

Wallis Drilling’s Mine Site Services division has a proven track record of delivering safe, 
efficient, and innovative drilling to the mining industry. Since the late 1980s, we have 
provided Grade Control Drilling and Blast Hole Drilling services, supporting the operational 
success of some of Australia’s leading mining companies. With a strong focus on safety, 
reliability, and performance, our team brings decades of expertise and a commitment to 
client success.

Wallis Drilling maintains a comprehensive Maintenance and Engineering department to 
support our contracting operations across Australia. Our main support hub is a fully 
equipped repair and manufacturing facility located in Midvale, WA. This includes mechanical 
repair workshops, a fabrication shop, and a precision machine shop. In addition we also 
operate several smaller satellite repair facilities.
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Patrick Owen
HSEQT Manager

WALLIS DRILLING CAPABILITY STATEMENT 2025 WALLIS DRILLING CAPABILITY STATEMENT 2025

HEALTH, SAFETY, ENVIRONMENT, 
QUALITY AND TRAINING

At Wallis Drilling, we acknowledge our responsibility to meet and exceed the expectations of our employees, 
our clients, shareholders and the communities within which we operate. We are committed to fulfilling this 
obligation through dedicated implementation and ongoing enhancement of our Health, Safety, Environment, 
Quality and Training (HSEQT) practices.

Everyone working on our projects is required to hold competencies aligned with industry standards for the 
mining and exploration drilling industry. Wallis Drilling is committed to ensuring all field employees achieve a 
nationally recognised qualification.

Our training approach is supported by comprehensive work instructions focused on managing high-risk 
activities at the drill rig level. We maintain a dedicated Training and Quality department, along with a network 
of qualified trainers and assessors who deliver training, conduct assessments, and provide skills recognition as 
needed in the field.

The knowledge and practical skills covered in our training programs are integrated into daily work tasks, 
tailored to each specific job role. By adhering to these integrated processes, Wallis Drilling ensures consistent 
delivery of safe, efficient, high quality and environmentally responsible services to our clients. Our Integrated 
Management System (IMS) is implemented across all project sites and underpins our company policies, 
standards, best practices, and standard work procedures. It also forms the foundation of our Safety, Health, 
and Environmental Management System.
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To support this commitment, we:

•	 Comply with all relevant Health, Safety, and Environmental laws, regulations, and industry standards.
•	 Where external standards do not exist, we apply internal policies and processes that reflect our 
commitment to best practice.
•	 Foster a culture of personal responsibility for injury and event prevention, ensuring every 
employee understands  their duty to themselves, their families, their colleagues, and the broader community.
•	 Proactively identify and eliminate hazards where possible. When elimination is not feasible, we will 
mitigate risks using the Hierarchy of Controls to minimise risk as low as practicable.
•	 Provide education and training to all employees on Wallis Drilling’s HSEQT standards, clearly 
defining roles, responsibilities, and accountabilities.
•	 Minimise environmental impact and prevent pollution through continuous monitoring and review of our
operations.
•	 Maintain certification in Health, Safety, Environment and Quality standards (ISO 45001, ISO 9001,ISO
14001, and ISO 55001).

Wallis Drilling operates under a full IMS, which is externally certified by Intertek SAI Global and accredited to 
the following standards:

ISO 9001:2015  Quality Management System
ISO 14001:2015  Environmental Management System
ISO 45001:2018  Occupational Health and Safety Management System
ISO 55001:2014  Asset Management System
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Kim Wallis
Exploration Manager
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EXPLORATION DIVISION

At the heart of our Exploration division is the 
Wallis Aircore system, a globally recognised drilling 
technology invented by our founders in 1974.
 
Continuously refined for over five decades, this 
patented dual-tube reverse circulation system 
delivers clean, uncontaminated samples and rapid 
penetration through clays, sands, calcrete, and 
other challenging formations - all with minimal 
environmental impact.
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Our purpose-built Mantis Aircore rig range, including the Mantis 200, represents over 30 years of in-house 
design and manufacturing experience. Compact, low-footprint, and engineered for precision, these rigs provide 
safe, efficient exploration drilling in even the most remote terrains.

To further extend Aircore capability, Wallis Drilling developed the Red Bit, an industry-first Aircore bit featuring 
PDC cutting technology. The Red Bit achieves superior penetration in hard and abrasive formations such as 
silcrete and calcrete, while maintaining the sample integrity Aircore is known for.

Our Diamond Core Drilling capability is equally proven, with a fleet that includes Boart Longyear LF90 rigs and 
in-house engineered UDR 1200HC and Mantis 300 AC/DD units. Supported by dedicated field maintenance 
teams, these rigs are configured for deep-hole and angled drilling programs - up to 1,800 m NQ, 1,200 m HQ, 
and 500 m PQ and feature safety innovations such as interlocked guards, rod spinners, and fire suppression 
systems.

Trusted by both tier-one miners and junior explorers, Wallis Drilling combines technical excellence with flexible 
execution to support every stage of exploration - from grassroots drilling to resource definition and water 
monitoring bore installations. Across thousands of drill holes, Wallis maintains a zero-harm record, reflecting 
our commitment to safety, environment, and quality in every metre drilled.
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Chris Verran
Iron Ore and Mine Site Services Manager
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IRON ORE DIVISION

Wallis Drilling has been a trusted contractor to Pilbara 
iron ore miners since 2003, working with Rio Tinto, 
BHP, and Fortescue. Recognised as a benchmark in
drilling, our reputation comes from consistently meeting 
KPIs, delivering strong safety performance, and adding 
value through innovation, attentive contract management, 
and dedicated client support.
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Our Iron Ore division is led by a dedicated management team with supervisors, mechanics, safety advisors, and 
trainers exclusively assigned to this work, ensuring reliable, high-quality service and predictable outcomes.

Since launching operations at West Angelas Mine in 2003, our fleet has grown to include eight Schramm 
T685WS rigs, eight Wallis-built W300RCs, and four larger W400RCs, supported by all-wheel-drive vehicles and 
auxiliary equipment. Continuous innovation has seen the W300RC and W400RC evolve with key automation 
features. In 2025, we began completing in-house electric conversions to support our clients’ environmental 
goals.

Wallis Drilling has successfully operated across 20+ Pilbara sites, drilling over 630,000 metres in 2024 alone. 
Our capability spans grade-control, deep-hole drilling to 350m, and challenging below-water-table 
environments. We’ve delivered in steep terrain (up to 20° slopes), high groundwater conditions, and across 
diverse mineralisation zones - proving our crews’ technical expertise where standard RC techniques fall short.
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MINE SITE SERVICES

Wallis Drilling Mine Site Services division has a long history of safe, efficient and innovative drilling to the 
mining industry. We have provided Grade Control Drilling and Blast Hole Drilling services to the Australian 
mining industry since the late 1980’s. 

The Wallis Drilling fleet of rigs includes custom built fit for purpose grade control rigs, modified blast rigs and 
accompanying support vehicles and equipment. We provide the latest drill rigs with proven technology to all 
sizes of mining operations from one rig short term projects to multiple rigs with multiple drilling techniques.

Wallis Drilling delivers a high level of drill maintenance support to achieve maximum availability for our drills. 
Our equipment provides real time monitoring to allow us to manage drill efficiencies and provide analytical 
reports to measure service performance indicators.
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Brendan Moran
Engineering and Maintenance Manager

ENGINEERING, MAINTENANCE 
AND MANUFACTURING
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Wallis Drilling maintains a comprehensive Maintenance and Engineering department to support our 
contracting operations across Australia.

Our main support hub is a fully equipped repair and manufacturing facility located in Midvale, WA. This facility 
includes mechanical repair workshops, a fabrication shop, and a precision machine shop. In addition to our 
Midvale (Perth) base, we operate satellite repair and service facilities in Newman (Pilbara), Mildura (Victoria), 
and Waroona (South West WA).

Wallis Drilling’s extensive field operations are backed by a dedicated technical and parts support team, 
available 24/7 from our Midvale facility. We operate a fully equipped fleet of service vehicles and deploy 
experienced drill specialists across our sites to deliver rapid breakdown and maintenance support. To maximise 
equipment uptime, we maintain critical spare parts at our Midvale base, satellite locations, and on-site at our 
drilling operations.

Wallis Drilling is a quality-endorsed organisation that employs a Computerised Maintenance Management 
System (CMMS) and proven maintenance practices to ensure high equipment reliability and availability.

As part of our Midvale operations, Wallis Drilling also runs a dedicated design and manufacturing facility. This 
in-house team designs and builds bespoke equipment and components tailored to our clients’ drilling 
requirements. The team includes specialists in mechanical, mechatronics, and software engineering.

Our engineering group delivers a wide range of products, including drill rigs, support vehicles, compressor 
packages, pumping systems, drilling systems, and sampling equipment. We also develop advanced machine 
control systems, telematics solutions, and remote machine operation capabilities. 

Wallis Drilling is committed to designing, operating, and maintaining innovative, productive, and 
industry-leading solutions for our clients.
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THE WALLIS FLEET
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EXPLORATION DIVISION

Mantis 
MT60

Mantis 
MF60

Mantis 
M60AC

Wallis
Mantis 
80AC

Wallis 
Mantis 
100AC

Wallis
Mantis 
101AC

Wallis
Mantis 
200AC

Wallis
Mantis 300

UDR 
1200HC

Boart Longyear
LF90

IRON ORE DIVISION

MINE SITE SERVICES DIVISON

Wallis 300RC Wallis 400RC Schramm T685WS

Schramm T685WSWallis 65-RCGCEpiroc Smartroc 
10XLF
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Striving for new ways to innovate and building our 
technical knowledge and hands-on expertise since 1965.
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PARTNERS AND MEMBERSHIPS
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Head Office
Wallis Drilling Pty Ltd
220 Bushmead Road, HAZELMERE WA 6055
PO BOX 3579, Midland WA 6056
08 9374 1111

www.wallisdrilling.com.au

Contact Email: 
info@wallisdrilling.com.au

Australian Business Number (ABN): 
72 009 091 070


